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OUR FOURTH ANNUAL VOLUME. 


pn’ mines xd wowon pina) 
“ A threefold cord is not quickly broken.” 


This threefold cord has just been completed. The single 
strings composing it, stretch far and wide across the ocean and 
the desert, attaching themselves to the hearts that beat warmly 
for Jewish interests, and drawing these, so distant in space, still 
near to each other in unity of purpose. This threefold cord 
not so quickly broken, we are now about to strengthen by the 
addition of a fourth string. This, though necessarily following 
the direction of the others, will yet attach itself to the hearts 
and minds of those to whom the circle of Jewish interests in 
which we have hitherto moved, has appeared too narrow. 
Shall our cord not thus prove still more able to resist attempts 
to break it? But to drop the figurative. Having deliberately 
chalked out the route which we are to pursue, clearly seeing 
our way, and having firmly established our principles, we can 
how, without having changed our views or policy, safely widen 
our circle, extending it to any matter useful or instructive to 
our brethren. | 

Promise little and orm the more,” is the motto which, 
though not osteritatiously put forth, has yet engraven itself upon our 
‘Mental tablet, and regulated our past career. We are proud to 
possess evidence, that the readers of the Voice of Jacob have 
‘Boted and appreciated our endeavour to carry out that prin- 
ple. New professions therefore, appear unnecessary ; we on! 

Venture to hope that our readers, on the issue of our fift 
Yolume, will, in the character of that this day opened, recognize 


aptitude of our motto. | 


POSTPONEMENT OF THE ELECTION OF 
CHIEF RABBI. | 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. 

Sir,—I beg to inform you, that at the Meeting of * the Com- 
mittee for the Selection of Candidates for the office of Chief 
Rabbi,”’ held this evening, it was unanimously resolved to 
postpone the day of Election, until Sunday, the Ist of December 


next, I am, Sir, your most obedient Servant, 
SIMEON OPPENHEIM, Sec. 
Great Synagogue Chambers, Oct. 1, 5605. 


The foregoing announcement, which reaches us officially, 
will take by surprise most of our more distant readers, who had 
been led to regard this important election as on the eve of a 
calm, dignified, and satisfactory conclusion. They will certainly 
not be more startled than ourselves, when, after having on the 
publication of No. 83, departed, with those impressions, to spend 
part of the sacred holidays in a provincial congregation, we 
found on our return, that all the excitement incident to a popu- 
lar election had supervened, that party spirit was already in hot 
conflict, and the whole community thrown into a ferment, by no 
means compatible either with the object or the season. 

It appears, that notwithstanding the calm which pervaded the 
mere surface, a very active canvass had been carried on in par- 
ticular interests; in one case, it is said, that an election com- 
mittee had been organized; and if reports are true, tactics were 
resorted to, which are common enough, and proper enough, when 
there is a contest for a parish official, a municipal dignitary, or a 
member of parliament, but which are scarcely compatible with 
the sacred office of spiritual guide of the very parties involved 
in the mélée.* : 

Naturally enone, it soon became impossible to restrain the 
leer ina tw ar election; and thus, matters soon became to 

e reported and believed, as having been promulgated on the one 
side to the disparagement of the other’s candidate. The result has 
been, that although it may prove that none of the charges will 
be established, still the position of those two of the candidates 
involved in the party struggle, has been very much damaged in 
public estimation. In this emergency, a requisition was for- 
warded to the Committee to postpone the election, and thus afford 
time to facilitate inquiries into the truth of the allegations, so 
industriously and pertinaciously circulated. Whatever the re- 
sult of these inquiries, it still appears that the requisition has 
originated in disinterested motives, and has not been got up by 


* In justice, it must be admitted, that the 
predetermined such a course, but rather to 
routine, perhaps insensibly, 
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any partizan of either candidate. At all events, the Committee, 
which assembled on Monday, and adjourned to Tuesday even- 
ing, deeming it essential that the present ferment of parties 
should be allowed to subside, and that the candidates should 
be judged, not by their putative defects, but by their ascertained 
merits, «nanimously resolved to postpone the election until the 
Ist of December next. 

Our readers will admit, that we have all along kept carefully 
aloof from partizanship in this important matter. Placing full 
confidence in the intentions and competency of those entrusted 
with the management of the affair, and impressed with the hope 
that they might be able to maintain throughout, that conscien- 
tious and sober conduct of the affair, upon which, in all proba- 
bility, depends our future spiritual woe or weal, our progress or 
 retrogression, we have carefully refrained from giving an opinion 
which might perhaps, involuntarily on our part, have biassed a 
single elector. We had, as we reflected, the warrant of the 
committee that every one of the candidates is quite competent 
for the proposed duties, and this justified our silence. _ 

The mode of election being a popular one, (against which we, 
from the very beginning, respectfully remonstrated,) has pro- 
duced what we feared were its unavoidable consequences. The 
result has indeed justified our apprehensions, but we cannot lay 
the blame on the shoulders of any one singly. It is not so 
much an individual that has destroyed the public equanimity, 
as it is the perhaps unavoidable fruits of the mode of election ; 
which, in its turn, may, under the then existing circumstances, 
have appeared to the Delegates as also unavoidable. Whatever 
the cause may be, the effect, the lamentable effect, threatening 
to deprive us beforehand of all those benefits, for the very securing 
of which it is found desirable to appoint a Chief Rabbi, threat- 
ening to destroy the offspring before it has even seen the light 
of day ;—the lamentable effect, we repeat, is still the same. 

Under these circumstances, can those whom party spirit has 
not yet seized, whom passion has not drawn into the whirl- 
pool of partizanship,—those who still retain the faculty of 
discerning the means from the end, who vege the peace, 
the unity, and consequently the welfare of the whole, to the 
petty gratification that can only be satisfied at the expense of 
the whole,—can these, we say, on such an emergency, fold their 
arms and look quietly on at acontest in which, with whomsoever 
victory may side, the object for which a Chief Rabbi is appointed, 
will be altogether defeated. For it is clear, that the worsted 
party, be it which it may, though not strong enough to carry 
their point, will yet be more than sufficiently powerful to thwart 
any useful measure brought forward; and we unfortunately 
know our public too well to doubt what might be done. At 
this crisis, unbiassed men cannot, dare not stand aloof; they 
must unite with that large portion of the electors who, as 
it is well known, had, from various reasons, declared their inten- 
tion not to vote at all. We have, moreover, that confidence in 
the good sense of many of the electors who have declared for one 
or other of the two parties between whom the conflict has s 
up, that, in viewing coolly the state of affairs, they will likewise 
join the independent party, now grown sufficiently strong to pre- 
vent all those mischievous cousequences which they must dread 
not less than ourselves. 

Without having changed our views, as so frequently stated 
on this business, and certainly without meaning any slight to 
the two excellent candidates whose names have ian most 
freely canvassed, gentlemen for whom we entertain the highest 
respect, (for either of them without doubt is highly qualified to 

our rabbinical chair,) we are yet of opinion, that, as it is, 
neither of the two parties should carry their point. Fortu- 
nately, the report of the Committee provides for us a happy 
expedient; there, we find the names of two other gentlemen, 
with the formal assurance of a fitness for the office of Chief 
Rabbi, which applies with not less truth to them than to those 
other two, the rivalry between whom, by a most unfortunate fate, 
mw become, without any fault of theirs, the apple of discord in 
community. 
_ Here we stand unfettered; here we breathe freely ; and 
actuated, as we hope we are, with pure zeal for the sacred 
cause of Judaism,’ we feel altogether unable any longer to per- 
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severe in our original resolve,—i. e. to be merely a chron; 
what is passing around us in relation to this election, Weave . 
interest in this event, still higher than that of an - 
of an Israelite. We feel there is “‘ a time lo speak,” and afte 
the example of our master, we exclaim, ‘Te 
not ourselves whom we mean by %x; it is the middle be 3 
now needful, and which must be immediately formed, ny 
Let this appeal be responded to; let a powerful middle part 
(of which we know the elements to abound in all directions 
step forward, and, by bringing in a third candidate, yet secur 
to us all those blessings and benefits which may be anticipated 
from a dispassionate, dignified, and conscientious selection of 
one who is to lead Israel. The object is to procure harmony 
and good government for the community, and the motto shal] 
be japted from the pupils of Aaron, who loved and pursued 


dy ovdy. 


DAYS OF OLD. 
No. 13. Tue BLANDISHMENTsS OF THE HEATHEN. 


There is weeping and wailing in the camp. The congrega. 
tion are gathered together betore the door of the Tabernacle, 
their heads bowed down with sorrow, and shame, and bitter 
anguish ; and the face of Moses is pale with emotion even more 
deep than theirs; for who among them all had his heart so 
knit unto the Lorp as their devoted leader, the faithful Moses ! 
When Balaam was brought to pronounce the withering curse, 
he failed utterly: there could prevail no enchantment against 
Israel, and he was even constrained to bless ; but Israel, alas! 
had always power to invoke upon themselves the wrathful visi- 
tations of the Most High; and this had they now done. Se- 
duced by the wanton daughters of Moab, many had fallen inte 
the snares of the crafty seer, and had joined themselves to 
Baal-Peor: they had eaten the sacrifices of the dead, and 
bowed down to Moab’s gods! 

“The anger of the Saas is kindled: who shall quench it 
now?” was the terrified whisper that ran through the con- 
gregation, while they awaited the return of Moses from the 
Tabernacle, whither the Lorp had suddenly summoned him. 
‘‘Q my son!” said Merab, who clung to Jabin as a child to 
its mother, ‘* how long wilt thou continue true to Israel’s God? 
I have seen those beguiled away whose years, and experience, 
and wisdom far exceeded thine; and yet thou standest firm, 
and thou hast never swerved from the path of obedience. My 
son, my son, mayst thou not likewise fall? Oh that these eyes 
might close in death ere they behold that day!” “ I shall fall, 
father,” answered the young Israelite, returning the grasp of 
that trembling hand, “ when I cease to look to the Eterual, 
when I cease to rely upon His strength, and lean to my own 
understanding, or depend on my own might. Till then, thy 
Jabin is secure: and, father, 1 trust thou wilt never see that 
evil day.” He was deeply moved: sorrow and anger struggled 
in his breast; for he had seen some loved companions forfeit 
their hopes of mercy and destroy their own souls, and over them 
he peers have wept, but that he was jealous of the glory of the 
Eternal; and his wrath at their ungrateful requital of unspeak- 
able bounties, even as a fire, dried up the gathered tear. 

Moses re-appears; the low murmur is hushed, and breath- 
eee they listen to the decree. He is commanded to take the 
heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lorp against 
the sun. Again they fall prostrate, again ascends the voice of 
wailing, of supplication, and fear. Moses still stands before 
the door, pondering his terrible mission, and loth to stay the 
cry of penitent prayer; when lo, before his eyes, and before 
the eyes of the weeping congregation, a Prince of Sumeons 
chief house, the gay and stately Zimri, approaches, leading 
towards his a daughter of Midian, raped in 
sparkling wi as she glides past a 
high, mali r wanton trium upon the lately dreaded, 
now humbled, heart-broken host of Israel. Horror arascg 
able seized the congregation, and a wailing shriek from - 
camp told how the plague was spreading there, eve? gre 
smote in rapid succession old and young, high and low, 0" 
midst of the assembled multitude. Jabin started from 


editor, —it is that 


father’s side, in wild dismay, but a nobler hand than his was 
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nerved in the work of vengeance. Suddenly from the midst of 
the crowd arose the young Phinehas, Aaron’s grandson, and 

ising in his hand a javelin he strode towards the tent :—he 
entered, and a piercing cry heard over all other sounds of 
lamentation told the tale, confirmed by the re-appearance of 
the young priest, reeking with the mingled life-stream of two 
transgressors. 

All was silent: awe, and shuddering terror held every one 
mute. The wail of death ceased too, for the anger of the Lorp 
was appeased, and the plague was stayed, after twenty and 
four thousand had already died. Then broke from the in- 
spired lip of Moses the commissioned blessing on the head of 
Phinehas, who, apart from the rest, with swelling heart re- 
ceived the assurance of that covenant of peace—an everlasting 
priesthood for him and for his seed; the recompense of zeal for 
God. 

They buried the many dead, and all again was silence in the 
camp. Merab’s tent that night was the scene of humble 
thanksgiving, for that the plague had not smitten one of its 
inmates. ‘* My father,’ said Jabin, “ seest thou the root of 
Israel’s manifold transgressions? The Eternal hath chosen us 
to be a peculiar people, separate from all nations of the earth, 
who serve, each in his own fashion, idols of silver and of gold; 
the luminaries which dazzle them, the stocks and stones of 
earth, yea, even the creeping thing and that which perisheth. 
Far different is our portion, who are taught to know, and 
instructed to serve, the Eternal our God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, the unseen, all-seeing Sovereign of the Universe. 
But alas! how oe is Israel to wander from that safe path ; 
to forget his high and holy calling; ay, and even though it be 
in an enemy’s land, to adopt his ways, and seek to be ranked 
among the Gentiles! I fear not the weapons of Moab; I laugh 
to scorn the curses of their hireling priests; I dare the utmost 
that can be done in the name of their senseless idols: but I do 
tremble for Israel when, with gentle blandishments these covert 
foes draw nigh, and lure us to their unclean feasts, and win 
our heedless ayes to pursue the daughters of the land, as with 
wanton step they weave the dance, and strew with flowers a 
pathway leading us far, far from the Lorp our Rock,”’ 

Merab answered, “So prone is Israel, so prone am I, to quit 
the narrow path traced out for us, that I often fear our wander- 
ings will terminate in one common grave, ere the promised 
land be gained. How many have our hands this day interred 
ofthose who were not excluded by age from inheriting it !”’ 

“Tt cannot be that the word of the Eternal should fail,” 
said Merab’s wife. ‘To Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, our 
fathers, was the promise given, and to their seed it will be 
fulfilled.” 3 

“ Blessed pledge !’’ exclaimed Jabin, as he portioned out the 
remainder of the morning’s manna for their evening meal ; and 
while the father of the family gave thanks, and prayed over 
that sweet and healthful sustenance, there was on every face 
the serenity of faith and of hope. A wail would now and then 
teach the peaceful tent, borne by the evening breeze, as some 
mother lamented her son, some widow the husband of her 
youth, cut off by his own evil passions; and then a tear of 
sympathy would dim the eye of the listener; but stirring times 
Were athand; Jabin was to occupy anew position, a recompense 
for fidelity past, and a fit training for what was yet to come. 


“ The Jews in Russia.—A decree, published by the Russian 
council of State, with the sanction of the Emperor, prescribes 
that, henceforth, no Jews’ Synagogue or school shall be erected 
within 600 feet of any Russian Greek Church. At the same 
me, the government of Warsaw has added to the form of the 
Oath to be taken by Israelite recruits on their joining the army, 
the Bae ine strong clause:—‘ I swear to be faithful to my 
standard, and never to desert it, even should the Messiah come 
Upon earth,’ Times. 


The Russian Ukase.—‘ There is passing at this moment in 
the north of Europe,” says the National, “a fact of the highest 
bee rnnce. We allude to the barbarous measures which are 

ing carried into execution in Russia, against the Jewish po- 
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pulation. The apathy of the governments of Europe, suffers 
one of the greatest iniquities of modern times to be consum- 
mated. We consider it our duty to protest against those acts, 
in the name of the principles of justice and toleration, which 
France has inscribed on her flag. The Autocrat has decreed 
the transportation, in a body, of 150,000 of his fellow creatures. 
You imagine perhaps, that the crime of those unhappy persons 
must indeed be great to merit so terrible a chastisement. That 
they have organized some vast conspiracy, or perhaps that 
they had attempted to resuscitate Poland, which is expiring in 
a lingering agony, or that they had expressed a wish for eman- 
cipation at a remote period. Undeceive yourselves, the iron 
yoke which presses on their country, does not suffer them to 
entertain such a noble ambition. Their only fault is, that some 
of them are addicted to smuggling, and the fault of a few is to 
be visited on thousands of their fellow citizens. 

At the moment we are writing these lines, the sentence is 
being executed, the spoliation and ruin of these unfortunate 
men are puns te 4 Torn with violence from their fire- 
sides, obliged to sell their properties considerably less than 
their value, they are compelled to seek an existence in the 
silent deserts of the interior of Russia, where they will dispute 
the possession of those immense wastes with the birds and 
beasts of prey, which are their sole population. There they 
will find their tomb, and in presence of this calamity, the author 
of such atrocity relies upon the silence of all Europe! But in 
default of any chastisement, public opinion at least, throughout 
every enlightened nation, will expose him to the reprobation of 
every friend of humanity. It appears, moreover, that these 
sad laurels of the Emperor of Russia, prevent the King of 
Prussia from sleeping; for he likewise imagines that he is living 
in the 12th century. Making it appear that he wishes to relax 
the bonds which shackle the Jews in his dominions, he com- 
manded his diplomatic agents in Belgium and Holland, to 
make enquiries as to the effect produced by the emancipation 
in those countries; and although the unanimous reply he re- 
ceived was, that the only regret those governments felt was, 
that the Jews were not placed on a complete equality with the 
Christians, he has resolved to maintain all the existing dis- 
abilities, and to publish a new ordonnance, by which all Jews 
are incapacitated from holding any employment under the go- 
vernment. It is half a century since France gave an example 
to the entire world, of a great nation which invites all her chil- 
dren to partake of the same banquet. She has effaced those 
religious differences which caused so a wars, and so much 
destruction, and she invited all who inhabit her territory to 
enjoy civil and political equality; except some sectarian fanatics 
who now inquire whether a man, who contributes his propor- 
tion to the industry, the talent, or the glory of the country, be 
Catholic, Protestant, or Israelite.” —Zimes. 


The late Duke of Sussex's Library—(From a Correspon- 
dent).—‘ The sale of the three portions of this valuable library 
of books and manuscripts, concluded on the 17th August, after 
occupying thirty-three days; and the fourth and remaining 

ortions will also be sold by Messrs. Evans, in November next. 

he number of lots already disposed of, amounts to 7584, of 
volumes to 15,000; and the nett produce was upwards of £13,600. 
Many of the manuscripts and early printed Bibles are of ex- 
traordinary rarity and value to the Jewish community, and also 
to the lovers of Biblical research, but there is occasion to re- 
gret the almost total absence of our wealthy Jewish brethren, 
into whose libraries many of the volumes ought to have found 
their way; the only buyers being Sir Isaac L. Goldsmid, Mr. 
H. Guedalla, and Barnett the bookseller. The following is a 
list of the principal books and manuscripts relative to Hebrew 
literature, with the prices obtained, and the names of the 
buyers. 

Biblia Sacra Hebraica cum Punctis, 2 vols., a fine manu- 
script, written in 5052, (i. e. 1292, c. a.) For a very detailed 
account, see Pettigrew’s Bibliotheca Sussexiana, vol. 1. part i., 
page 8 to 12, Sold for £157 10s., to the Duke of Hamilton. 

Pentateuchus Hebraicus et Chaldaicus, MS. of the 13th 
century, upon vellum. This is unquestionably one of the most 
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splendid Hebrew manuscripts ever executed, and there was 
much competition between Sir Isaac and the British Museum: 
the former bid up to £110, but it was eventually secured by 
the latter for £111, therefore, your readers can still have an 
opportunity of proving the truth of the foregoing assertion. 

Biblia Sacra Hebraica cum Punctis et Accentibus, A very 
antient edition printed upon vellum. A magnificent book, 
without date or place ; supposed to be printed at Naples, about 
1491 or 1492. Purchased by the British Museum for £135. 

Machazar in Hebrew MS., on vellum, dated Regensburg, 
A. M. 5285, (i. e. 1525, c. a.) Sir I. L. Goldsmid, £20. 

Machazar in Hebrew MS., on vellum, dated Cologne, on 
the Rhine, a. um. 5152, (i. e. 1392, c. 2.) Mr. H. Guedalla, 
£6 16s. 6d. 

Biblia Sacra Hebraica cum Puncetis, 4 vols. manuscript, 
upon vellum in two columns, written at Avignon, Anno 1419. 
Sir.I. Goldsmid, £17 17s. | 

Sepher Torah. A roll upon vellum, 444 feet in length, 
4* inches in breadth, 42 lines in a column, on a silver mounted 
double roller, with a pointer. Sir I. L. Goldsmid, £12 12s, 

Pirké Abot, or Ethics of the Fathers, with a commentary by 
Moses Maimonides, translated from the Arabic into Hebrew, 
- by Rabbi Samuel Ben Judah Aben Tybbon; very rare. Son- 
cino, 1484. Mr. H. Guedalla, £7 10s. The Hebrew printing 

ress at the above place attained much celebrity, and this work 
is a favorable specimen of the progress of the art, so soon after 
its discovery. 

Salomon’s Twelve Sermons, translated by Anna Maria Gold- 
smid, with numerous manuscript notes, by the late Duke of 
Sussex. Mr. H. Guedalla, £6. 

Pentateuchus Hebraicus cum Punctis, cum Targum Onkelos 
et Commentario Rashi. Accedunt 5 Megilloth Targum, com- 
mentario Rashi, item Jobus et Haphtorah cum Com. Rashi. 


oa of the 15th century, upon vellum. Sir I. L. Goldsmid, 
34. 
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The Subscription List.—We have to apologize for the acci- 
dental omission of the following names, from the list published 
in our last issue. The occasion to supply them, enables us to 


express our sincere gratification at the interest which, in this_ Pulver, the reader. 


and similar instances, is exhibited by gentlemen so widely se- 


parated from the homes and associations of their youth, in the 


religious welfare of their kindred all over the world. The 


names are C. Lazarus, Calcutta; and D.S. Henry, Muzzaffa- 


pore, Hindostan. By a similar imadvertence, the name of 
Moses Mocaita, Esq., of Russell Square, was inverted in the 
printing ; and that of S. Solomon, Tothill Street, omitted. 


Li 1.—During the Festival of nypp a choir, selected 
from the school, has accompanied the reader in chaunting $43» 
and 4)m>x> yx preparatory to the resumption of the old prac- 
tice, in the Seel-street congregation, of having a regular choir for 
synagogue service. 

A Sermon preached by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, in the Seel 
Street Synagogue, during the recent New Year festival, proved 
a most powerful and affecting appeal, and we have been assured 
from many sources, that there was not a dry eye among his 
auditory. The most expressive testimony which could well be 
offered by his congregation, of their appreciation of his zeal 
and efficiency in his sacred calling, is afforded by the letter of 
which the following is acopy. It enclosed a cheque for £50. 
The testimonial presented, not long since, by the younger mem- 
bers of his flock to our rev. friend, afforded us the occasion to 
express a hearty sympathy with such manifestations of what is 
due both from, and to, a functionary called to exercise the most 
sacred and important vocation in which one mortal can labour 
for his fellows. May it be our frequent privilege to record 


such gratifying incidents, and may the members of other 


synagogues enjoy the opportunity, and emulate the honorable 
example. | | 


| Liverpool, Sept. 20, 5605. 
Rev. and dear Sir,—I am honored in being the medium of requesting 

your acceptance of the enclosed testimonial, presented by a few friends as 

a token of their appreciation of your talented and zealous services in elu- 
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cidating the principles of our holy religion, and ministerin 
the hours of sorrow and affliction—as the spiritual guid 
ation. 
‘ That the Great God of Israel may bless you with a long and felicitoy 
life, to continue poe useful career—grant a speedy restoration of 
to your wife, and that you may unitedly enjoy every domestic hap ins 
be assured is fervently desired by those friends who have deputed me ~ 
communicate with you, on the present gratifying occasion. ” 


Yours very sincerely, 
Rev. D. M. Isaacs. ApRAHAM—Sen, Warden 


Consolation jp 
of the congre. 


Bible of the Anglo-Jewish Press.—As a specimen of the 
reception which this undertaking meets from the ministry of 
the Christian church, we take the liberty to extract the followin 
passage from a very friendly letter, received from the Rey 


| J. K. Martyn, of Ockbrook, (Derby,) enclosing his subscription 


for the new year, to The Voice of Jacob. 


‘“T hope soon to hear of the promised translation of the Pentatench 
coming out. Jews and Christians may not be able to agree at present in 
every rendering; but it may be expected that much light will be thrown 
upon obscure texts, and many mistranslations be corrected. In regard to 
the translating the ineffable name of the Ever Blessed One, it strikes me 
that Lord conveys no such sense as was intended—and that the Eterna/ 
is more suitable.” 

_ We will take an early opportunity of convincing some of our 
over anxious Christian friends, that the scrupulously literal 
translation of such texts which is secured by our plan, will stil] 
leave open which construction shall be put upon them, if they are 
ambiguous in the original; nay, the margin will supply any 
other rendering which has been put forth, provided that the 
text will bear it; and the expository comments which may be 
found necessary on points at issue between Judaism and other 
creeds, will only be supplied in supplementary notes, to appear 
at a later period, and in a detached form. 


Brighton, 24th Sept.—On Saturday last maw *w, a discourse 
was delivered by Mr. I. L. Levison, in the synagogue. His 
text was the 14th chapter of Hosea maw. He com- 
mented ina very able manner on the efficacay of repentance, 
and gave general satisfaction.—F'rom our accredited Corre- 
spondent. 


Cheltenham, Sept.—A lecture was delivered in this syna- 


-gogue, on the second day of Rosh Hashanah, by the Rev. I. 


The subject was Repentance, and so much 


pleased were the resident members, as well as many respectable 


Jewish visitors, (there for the season,) that the Rev. gentleman 


_was induced to promise another lecture on Yom Kippur.—A.M.* 


David Salomons, Esq., was elected Alderman for the Ward 
of Portsoken, in the City of Loudon, on Friday last, by a con- 
siderable majority of those who voted. This is an event of 
exceeding importance to the English Jews, in every light in 
which it can be viewed. It is to be especially noted, that the 
preference of the successful candidate over the only opponent 
who went to the poll with him—Mr. Sheriff Moon, a gentle- 
man of high reputation and considerable influgnce in the city— 
was awarded to what was esteemed a still higher reputation, 
and a yet superior qualification for the aldermanic gown. For, 
although Mr. Salomons is a Jew, and Mr. Moon a member of 
the state church, the election was in no respect a religious 
question. This may be asserted with confidence, notwith- 
standing one or two specious representations to the contrary. 
Mr. Moon declared, that he had not asked a single Jewish 
voter for his support; a reserve, however, which di certainly 
not operate with those who canvassed on his behalf; nor need it 
have done, for it may be safely assumed, that if the Jewish voters 


in the ward voted in Mr. Salomon’s favour, they did so simply 


because they knew and estimated his qualifications better than 
those of any other candidate. So little has Mr. Salomons de- 
sired to make the election a religious question, and so well has 
the decided opinion to that effect expressed in our columns 
(even before the canvass was entered upon,) been borne out 1 


peals for its insertion on the 
our efforts to procure the delivery of such lectures, is not postpone stance 
in cases wherein the Congregation does not (as in the precede eu 
of Brighton), appoint its own correspondent, we must require 


communications be not sent in anonymously. 


* This information, a ik M. ap 
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every respect, that the original deputation inviting Mr. S. to 
stand, scarcely contained two Jews; and not only has there been 
no communication between Mr. S. or his committee and the 
Anglo-Jewish Press, either before or since, but not even an 
advertisement on the subject has been sent to its columns. 
Therefore, notwithstanding that the question, whether Mr. S. as a 
Jew, should be elected to the office, has been in no respect a Jew- 
ish question ; yet, whether Mr. S. after having been found most 
acceptable to his fellow citizens of all creeds, shall, because he 
is a j ew, be disqualified from exercising those functions in the 
city, which the crown, the legislature, and the government, 
deem him eligible for in two separate counties, is and must be, 
4 Jewish question, and belongs to our columns accordingly. 
We take it up with the less reserve, because, although Mr. 
Salomons does not happen to be in any manner selected by his 
nation to represent or contend for them, yet they possess, besides 
his recent public pledge of faithfulness to the requirements of 
their creed, the more distinct assurance, (understood to have 
been given to Jewish electors in the course of his canvass,) that 
he will always scrupulously avoid any act in his public career, 
which might wound the religious feelings of those of his bre- 
thren who have helped to advance him in it. 

It is pleasing to contemplate, that notwithstanding the license 
usual’ at popular elections, and the circumstance that the 
district in which the election took place, (near Petticoat-lane,) 
brought out crowds of the poorest and least educated classes of 
the Jews, all passed off with excellent humour, leaving nothing 
unpleasant behind. The reporters of the daily press were 


facetious on the cockneyisms of the crowd’s pronunciation; , 


and the literary hangers-on of the unsuccessful candidate, vented 
their ill humour in a few very innocent squibs; but all is al- 
ready forgotten, for no one had a word to say against the moral 
worth, high commercial standing, business habits, and general 
fitness of the Jewish candidate, nor against the perfectly fair 
mode in which his canvass and election have been carried out. 
Nay, we hear that many Christians voted for him, in some 
measure, because he is a Jew; and every day’s experience 
proves, that the vulgar prejudices of former days are rapidly 
wearing away, and that the Jew, in becoming better under- 
stood, becomes respected in proportion to what are the real 
characteristics of his national character; and not despised be- 
cause nursery tales and fanatic fictions represent him as irre- 
mediably vicious by nature. 

Baron Anthony de Rothschild, Sir Moses Montefiore, and 
other leading members of our nation took a warm interest in 
the proceedings, and were present at the nomination. A fact 
came out in connexion with Sir Moses Montefiore, which, 
although we have not been at liberty to publish it earlier, will, 
we are sure, both as respects the individual upon whom the 
distinction was conferred, and also the particular quarter whence 
it was conferred, give our readers no less pleasure than it did 
ourselves. This is the appointment of the excellent knight as 
a magistrate of the Cinque Ports, the personal act of His Grace 
the Warden, (the Duke of Wellington.) The act is significant, 
considering the number of Jewish magistrates, Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, and Sheriffs, who have been appointed during Her 
present Majesty’s reign; (some of them at the direct instance of 

€ present government and its adherents.) It will be remem- 
bered, that we have already alluded to a bill introduced into 

arliament last session, the object of which was to facilitate the 
accession of Jews to corporate offices. The circumstances 
under which it was withdrawn, warrant the inference that it was 
only in order to render its passing more secure next session, 
and that the government are not indifferent towards its success. 
It is perhaps scarcely necessary to remind our readers, that 
the holder of any such corporate office is, by law, required to 
make a certain declaration, at any period, subject to the require- 
ment of another corporator ; which hecleretiiin contains the words 
on the faith of a Christian.” Mr. Salomons was elected to 
office of Alderman some few years since, and the Board of 
dermen of that day having insisted upon the test, Mr. 
omons, after sustaining much expensive litigation, was ousted. 

It is believed, that the corporation of the City of London in the 
year 1844, is not more inquisitorial and exclusive than is that 
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of Portsmouth, Southampton, or Birmingham, each of which 
has for some time accepted a Jewish member, on the election of 
his fellow citizens. If it prove otherwise, there is every pro- 
bability of Parliament’s responding to the popular lenand, in 
the next session, and interposing in time to defeat the object of 
another litigation; that is, if some pugnacious corporator should 
necessitate the squandering of the city funds after such a fashion. 

We have scrupulously avoided any remark reflecting upon 
the aldermanic body, which would, however, certainly not be 
disparaged in public esteem by the admission into it of a 
gentlemen of Mr. Salomons’ standing and reputation; nor are 
we desirous to quarrel with Mr. ex-Sheriff Moon, who appears at 
least to have retired gracefully ; therefore, we have refused to a 
correspondent the opportunity of either quoting Punch as an 
auxiliary, or of canvassing the very curious temptation to 
hypocrisy or apostacy, which Mr. M. confessed to having held 
out to his opponent at the outset!* What next? is our only 
present question; and in the hope that this may be answered in 
harmony with that which is truly religious and healthful in the 
spirit of the age, we leave the matter for the present. 


Since the above was in type, we learn from the public papers, 
first, that the formal declaration of the result of the election 
was postponed from Saturday last until Monday, in consequence 
of Mr. Salomons’ inability to attend on the former day, ** because — 
it was the Jewish Sabbath and the great Feast of Tabernacles ;” 
and secondly, that in returning thanks, after the declaration on 
Monday, Mr. Salomons said, he had reason to believe that no 
opposition would be offered to his election in the quarter 


whence it originated on the last occasion, nor indeed in any 
other. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 


Hamburgh, \Oth Sept.—(Communicated) ‘* The new building 
erected by the members of the new Israelite-Temple-verein, was 
consecrated on Thursday, the 5th Sept. Dr. Salomon, in avery 
powerful speech, addressed the audience, consisting of a great 
many visitors and a large number of the dignitaries of the city. 
The old temple, now vacated by this congregation, has been let 
on lease to the Portuguese Jewish community, their synagogue 
having been burnt down by the recent fire. They have already 
taken possession, and performed the New Year's service in the 
building; the proprietor of which, Mr. Abraham Bauer of 
London, has submitted to a large reduction in the rent, in order 
that this edifice, once consecrated to Jewish worship, should 
remain so. In the same noble spirit, the Committee of the 
Temple has left all the furniture, (fixtures, seats, ig Almemor, 
pulpit, candelabras, chandeliers, indeed the whole inventory, ) 
for any sum which the Portuguese Committee may think proper 
to allow, according to their own estimate, with a view on all | 
sides to meet the desire of the proprietor, who is an old officer 
of the Temple, that the building should continue without inter- 
ruption to remain the house of the God of Israel. 

‘The consecration of the building as a Portuguese synagogue, 
was performed onthe 10th. Mr. Cassuto, the worthy Chazan, de- 
livered a very appropriate lecture in the German language, 
which was listened to by a crowded congregation, consisting 
of the Parnassim, the Temple directors, and a great many in- 
fluential persons specially invited.” 


St. Thomas, 28th Aug.—We regret to find, that the Rev. | 
Mr. Carillon no longer officiates as minister of this congrega- 
tion. Since it would be too late for any advice of ours upon 
recent occurrences to have any effect soever, we have con- 
cluded to stand aloof from the painful matters at issue, and 
simply to implore the respective parties, by a course of mutual 
forbearance, to avert disunion and scandal from their brother- 
hood, | 

America.—We have no later number of The Occident than 
No. 16; but we are glad to hear more directly from our Rev. 
friend, the Editor, that he intends to republish his school cate- 
chism; as it is certainly one of the best adapted to the purpose 


_#* Mr. M. meeting Mr. Salomons, offered to withdraw opposition if he, 


Mr. S., would promise to take the declaration “ on the faith of a Christian |’ 
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of any now existing in the English language. It is pleasing to 
see our German contemporaries of the Z. d. J., render jus- 
tice to the efficiency of Mr. Leeser’s labours, as the American 
arm of the Jewish press. 


Barbados, Aug. 23, 1844.—Dear Sir,—I have the sincere 
pleasure to note by your valued No. 77, that my humble re- 
spects of 23rd May, duly reached ; and at the request of several 
friends of the Shangaray Lamud, or Jewish Sunday School, 
have now to convey a sketch worthy of the interesting pro- 
ceedings of the 4th inst. Our little community have friends 
and relatives in England, France, America, New South Wales, 
and our neighbouring colonies, all of whom peruse your valu- 
able journal; hence they, with your permission, would be proud 
and grateful of your noticing their successful exertions, how- 
ever Sriefly condensed. Sincerely trusting that this will plead 
for my present intrusion; and with fervent prayers that your 
editorial ber ue be permanently wafted by prosperous breezes, 
and that salaidonsd Judaism may warmly appreciate your 
labors, I have the honor to be, 

Your humble Servant, 


To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. E. A. Mosss. 


‘At a quarterly meeting held on Sunday, 4th Aug., at the 
School Room, only the parents and grand-parents of the respec- 
tive pupils being in attendance, the children comprising four 
classes, were severally submitted to a scrutinizing examination 
by the different visitors, in their creed, Bible, daily Prayer- 
book, Leeser’s and Cahen’s (translated) Catechisms; Pyke’s 
Scriptural Questions, and Peixotto’s elementary Introduction 
to the Scriptures; when they acquitted themselves most satisfac- 
torily, securing alike for themselves and their preceptors, earnest 
and well merited applause. They afterwards chaunted several 
hymns, and y»7bx5 wx. At the conclusion, Mrs. Finzi, as su- 
perintendent, addressed them with equal perspicuity and pathos, 
and expressed her gratification at the pleasing result of the 
first examination. She presented rewards of merit to assiduous 
pan. and very impressively exhorted them to deserve the 

igher rewards of a blessed futurity. The teachers pledged 
themselves to a continuance of their pious labours, and a well 
earned eulogium was passed upon them.” 


Toleration in the Peninsula.—‘ M. Roquette, a Portuguese 
littérateur, a Christian, although of Jewish origin, is at this 
moment in Paris. He is charged by the Academy of Science at 
Lisbon, to present to it a report of the present state of the 
Israelites of Europe. This would be the moment for the two 
kingdoms of the Peninsula to perform a great act of justice, in 


proclaiming, if not complete liberty of public worship, at least 
toleration.”—4reh. Isr. 


Smyrna.—A local paper, L’ Impartial, laments the degraded 
position of the Jews in Smyrna, and their liability to sickness ; 
attributing it to the oppressive taxes to which they are sub- 
jected, and to the gross prejudices which obstruct their efforts 
in all directions. As an instance of the impositions to which 
they are subjected, it is noted that the Musselman and Christian 
population pay for meat, 25 piastres the ogue; for cheese, 3 to 
4; and for wine 32 paras; while the Jews are obliged to pay 
for meat, 3 piastres; for cheese, 7 or 8; and for wine, 54 paras 
per ogue. 

Rome.—It is rumoured, that the Pontifical Government 
proposes to confer the dignity of Count upon Baron Rothschild. 
Our contemporary of the rch. Isr. aptly remarks, that it 
might confer a higher favor on the Baron, to ameliorate the 
condition of his co-religionists; and that the same might be 
said of the King of Prussia’s election of two other members of 
that distinguished family to the rank of privy councillors. 


Chief Rabbi Hirsch, of Emden, is said to have been invited 
by the Moravian congregations, to the high post of Landrabbiner 
of that province. A correspondent of the Orient, in speaking 


of the pending London election, and of the candidates for the 


office of Chief Rabbi, says—‘*The surest test would be to 
inquire which of the four candidates, while possessing the good 
qualities of the other three, unites thereto others which are 


peculiarly his own. Piety, literary reputation, activity ; 
cause of education, practical of the Rabbinies 
functions, and lastly, knowledge of the English language o ht 
principally to be taken into consideration.” 8 


Berlin—The principal synagogue is undergoing several 
repairs, and a pulpit is in course of being erected, in order thas 
the Dayan, Dr. Sachs, lately called from Prague, may deliver 
discourses therefrom. The congregation, however, is not Without 
apprehension, lest the government, at the instigation of some 
fanatics, should enforce a law of the late King, which prohibits 
sermons in the Prussian dominions! 


A Strange Edict, has lately been promulgated in the free 
town of Cracow. “ Any Israelite desirous of marrying before 
his 30th year, must prove that he has not, since the publication 
of the edict, worn a costume differing from that of the Chris. 
tians,”’ 

Rabbinical Meeting.— Dr. Philippsohn, in animad verting 
upon the strictures of an orthodox Rabbi on the result of 
the recent gathering at Brunswick, again complains of the 
absence of a sufficient number of orthodox Rabbis, who, if 
present, might have given a different turn to the deliberations, 


Conversion to Judaism.—The Conversionists entertain us so 
frequently with marvellous accounts of extraordinary,conversions, 
that it may be permitted us to entertain them, to day, in our turn, 
with the details of a case, previously only alluded to. We 
abridge it from No. 35, of the Z. d. J., asa counterpart to one of 
their tales; not that we wish to make conversions, but in 
order to show that if those are to decide, Judaism at least is 
not at any disadvantage. A young and active sailor, the son 
of a respectable citizen of Memel, (in Prussia,) of the Evan. 
gelical religion, married, and a father, appears to have been so 
strongly impressed with the truth of Judaism, that he addressed 
himself some years back to the Rabbi M., with the request to 
be admitted as a member of the Jewish body. As his reason 
for this request, he alleged his conviction, that the Jews alone 
have God in their hearts, and therefore, were alone His true 
worshippers. Referred by the Rabbis to the existing laws of 
the country, which do not permit such a step, and further, 
informed that, according to the Jewish tenets, the pious of all 
nations are partakers of the world to come,—that Christianity 
includes all the truth of a saving nature taught by Judaism,—and 
moreover, that a proselyte must submit to so many restrictive 
ordinances, especially to the (at his age) dangerous and painful 
operation of circumcision enjoined only on the Israelite by 
birth—the inquirer nevertheless, neither felt himself justified in 
remaining without the pale of Judaism, nor was deterred by the 
difficulties thrown in his way. He went to Amsterdam, and 
there embraced Judaism publicly. Thence he repaired to 
Jerusalem, in order to establish himself there. On a late visit 
to his native city, in order to bid a last adieu to his family, he 
bore with the greatest meekness and composure, the insults 
offered to him by the populace. After a sojourn of a few 
weeks, during which time he practised faithfully all the J ewish 
requirements, he went back to the Holy Land.* 


Rabbinical. Degrees.—A number of Hungarian Rabbis will 
shortly assemble in Baes, (in Hungary,) in order to deliberate 
on Jewish interests. They intend to appoint a commission of 
ten Rabbis, to whom alone the granting of m71nn 1s to be en- 
trusted. The Chief Rabbi of Presburg, is reported to dis- 
approve of this assembly. 


France; Distinctions awarded to Jews. — The details 
furnished by the .4rch. Isr., enable us to present the following 


* In reading for the press, we are able to append the intimation, ye 
the proselyte alluded to above, has been in London during this phe 
Tabernacles, on his return to Jerusalem. He appears to have su e 
much, and is evidently sincere in his new professions. His presence 
led to the canvassing of several similar cases of recent conversion 
Judaism; and despite our apprehension, by creating an interest 


proselytes, to incite imitators, one of these is so very characteristic af 
remarkable difference between conversions from and conversi0 
| Judaism, that we will take an early opportunity to relate the case. 
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mary.—Medals accorded to exhibitors at the recent Exposi- | every destitute or oppressed Jew throughout the world, who 


tionde I’ Industrie; one gold, five silver, and sixteen bronze.—To | can be brought to regard the Land of Promise from any such 
upils of the Conservatoire de Musique, six prizes.—Prizes 


acquired at the Concours général between the colleges of 
Paris and Versailles; for elementary mathematics, one; for 
Rhetoric, Greek, Latin and History, twelve. 


Jewish Communal Schools of Paris.—The distribution of 
prizes took place on the 20th August; the Mayor of the 6th 
arrondissement presiding. The Chief Rabbi was the sole 
representative of the two consistories, (Central and Parisian,) 
in attendance! That Rev. functionary addressed the children 
very impressively; he commended the exertions of their in- 
structors, and spoke in terms of satisfaction of the progress 
made by the children of both sexes, especially in religious 
‘nstruction, Many of the boys were able to explain the Bible 
with facility, and to analyze its Hebrew version grammatically. 
The King, Queen, and Prince Royal, had as usual sent prizes, 
That of the Prince Royal, was an elegantly bound copy of the 
Sentier d’ Israel, (abible for young Israelites, ) recently published, 
and approved for the national establishments by the central 
consistory—drch. Isr. 


“Les Archives Israélites,’’ contains a review of the events 
inthe month of August, and asks whether the French Government 
might not be able to afford some guarantee for the protection 
of the large number of Jews injured by its warfare in Morocco. 


Jerusalem Hospital, &c.—We are obliged to the courtesy of 
the gentleman to whom they have been addressed, for the 
opportunity of inspecting documents transmitted to him from 
the Holy City; from them we glean the following facts. 

Notwithstanding the strenuous opposition offered by Mr. 
Lehren, of Amsterdam, and the Jerusalem Rabbis under his 
influence, to the proposals originated in Europe for an hospital ; 
and notwithstanding all the arguments brought forward by them 
to demonstrate the absence of any necessity for such an esta- 
blishment, a large building has been already taken on lease in 
Jerusalem, and it is to be forthwith opened with beds and other 
requisites, as an hospital, on the European plan. The regula- 
tions are already promulgated, and appear fair enough; but 
there are the following drawbacks. It is the Sephardim and 
Chasidim congregations only, which are to control and receive 
the advantages of the institution. The Perushim, comprising 
the great bulk of the Ashkenazim body, are in no respect parties 
thereto, nor to be benefited thereby. Who the medical officers 
are to be, has by no means been settled, nor whence the re- 
sources are to be drawn for the maintenance of the establish- 
ment generally. An appeal has already been put forth, for the 
sums collected for hospital, schools, &c. in Europe; and Sir 
Moses and Lady Montefiore are applied to for their patronage 
and advocacy. We hear, however, that in both cases the ap- 
peal is likely to be unsuccessful; first, because of the partial 
character of the undertaking; secondly, because two indivi- 
duals are already aponinted as overseers or directors, (one 
Sephardi and another Chasid,) in whom the whole administra- 
ton is to be vested, under Chief Rabbi Gagin, irrespective of 


point of view. Itisa yee to be sought with no other feelings 
piety; and not a great pauper asylum 


than those of unalloye 
for the countless thousands who come under the above denomina- 
tion, but who are not to be lured thither before God’s own time. 


OUR LETTER-BOX. 
The Burton Street Congregation. 


Another letter from B. E., asks us to give the subjoined 


extract from a sermon, precedence before his letter to the 
Occident. We comply with his request, not because so long 
an extract is needful to the disproof of a charge against the 
Burton-street Congregation, recently put forth in a pamphlet 
at Edinburgh—* non-commemoration of the destruction of the 
Holy Temple,”’—but because the extract appears to be sent 
with a design to test whether our columns are practically open; 
and also in some measure, because we are glad to put on record 
so significant a repudiation, by that congregation, of the Frank- 
fort Nothingarian” creed. 

It is needful to say, however, that the very limited space at 
our command, and the necessity of occupying it with varied 
matter in which the general body of our readers take interest, 
preclude any chance of affording to controversialists that unre- 
stricted scope (at least in our ordinary numbers), which some 
few might deem due to such polemics. The contents of a 
pamphlet by Quinzinus, (attacking the B. 8S. congregation,) 
sent to us for review, were very briefly and fairly stated in our 
columns. We really cannot think that our having done so much 
only, has established a claim upon this little periodical, for the 
admission therein of a protracted controversy upon the ques- 
tions involved ; seeing that not even a series of pamphlets could 
exhaust the subject. Yet, as being known to be inimical to so 
much as must be regarded the “ heterodox principle” in the B.S. 
congregation, we are unwilling to afford any pretext for cavil 
at our fairness in respect to that body. Therefore is it, that 
we find it expedient to.stretch a point, and afford a few extra 
columns to its champion, B. E,; but if we can help it, not for 
direct reply to specific attacks promulgated in other publica- 
tions, (which, by giving claim for rejoinder and replication, 


might literally swamp us,) but rather in the form of facts, con-— 


clusively stated ; or at most, argumentations addressed to the 
topics themselves, and altogether abstractedly. ‘To our own 


judgment, the following extract from one of B. E.’s last letters, 


adequately, nay, incontrovertibly, proves not only his case as 
regards and but also our fairness, even at a 
period when the contest was hottest. 

‘‘We observe every national event agreeably to the pledge given in the 
introductory discourse of our minister at the consecration of our syna- 
gogue. ‘ The days commemorative of the great events of Jewish History 
will be duly observed.’* In fact, your own columns bear testimony not 
only to our keeping IN2 AYwN, but also to our wearing Oran. These 
are your words. ‘An Orthodox visitor to their place of worship on the 
fast day, would not only have heard read the N12*p book of the Sephardim, 
but have witnessed also, during the afternoon service, the use of the 
Tephilin, &c.’—Voice of Jacob, No. 23, 5th August, 1842.” 


Is not this direct testimony on practical points, still more 


trine promulgated from the pulpit? B. E, thinks otherwise, 


the desires which may be formed in Europe upon the subject ; | forcible than the merely circumstantial corroboration of a doc- 


idly, because no security is yet given that the hospital shall | 
eficiently managed in respect to its medical, surgical, and 
pharmaceutical requirements; and lastly, because some of the 
sums raised in Europe, necessitate the origination of industrial 
and elementary schools, simultaneously with the hospital. We 
do not, at first glance, anticipate any serious difficulty on any 
these points, except the last. And even on that, if means 
en to demonstrate that we in Europe, (answering at least 
for our own constituents,) have not the remotest desire to force 
upon our Jerusalem brethren the views or interference of any 


and we yield in instance number one. 

Instance No. 2, will be our admission of the letter on the 2nd 
days of Festivals, which has come back from the Oceident; and 
since we have failed to induce B. E. to expunge therefrom, certain 
passages unnecessary to the efficient (but aaply abstract) mode 
of treating the question, we have determine 
than see the letter altogether withdrawn, on the probable as- 
sumption that we shrink from any dispassionate discussion of the 
question involved, upon its own merits, ) 


to yield rather 


— 
a 
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Persons, fi at ither th others| Possibly, that question of the second days of Festivals, will 
can entertain very | soon be the only one remaining to be discussed, for B. E.’s 
Soon, if not now, all true friends of our Palestine brethren | letter in No. 81., (last vol.,) denied that his congregation re- 


may be brought ‘te for th ose of rendering that | pudiated the authority of tradition; and, so far as their curtail- 
Community ty one, of | ment of the liturgy is concerned, he there quoted an opinion 


pn out temptations for making the holy cities, (becoming 
“very day more approachable and more crowded,) a refuge for 
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only necesary to be adequately maintained, in order to disarm | 


objection. Unfortunately, it is the mere dictum of an anony- 
mous writer in the Burton Street interest ; but let it be form- 
ally pronounced by competent authority, ex-cathedra, and the 
question will be altered materially. 


‘* Extract from a Sermon preached at the West London 
Synagogue, on 37"n O37 “B Naw by the Rev. D. W. Marks. 


‘* Let us offer a word or two relative to the fast which com- 
memorates the mournful overthrow of Judea and her greatness ; 
and let us also give expression to these sentiments with which 
we look to Zion, once the princess of cities, once the monu- 
ment of Jewish glory. It does not speak well for the deep 
Jewish sentiment which ought to characterize the descendants 
of the house of, Jacob, that we suffer the ninth day of Ab to 
pass by without seriously addressing our thoughts to the calami- 
ties which were brought upon our people on that day. We 
hold Abstinence, Humiliation, and Self-denial, to be great 
sacrifices to which we are unwilling to submit in the absence 

of a clear scriptural command: many of us, therefore, treat 
with indifference the Fast of Ab, 3x3 mywn, because the Bible 
does not impose upon us this penance. It is true that holy 
writ has no positive ordinance tor the commemoration of this 
day; but it is no less true that it records the fact having been 
observed during the, Babylonish captivity; and we are all 
aware, that since the destruction of the second Temple, the 
month of Ab has been annually solemnized in Israel. But 
brethren, we view this fast entirely apart from religious con- 
siderations, and regard it as the result of the intense Jewish 
feeling which our fathers cherished for Zion, her ‘Temple and 
her national glory. if then, we inherit any portion of their 
spirit, if there be within us a spark of love for Jerusalem, if 
we have any sentiment in common for that sacred city, where 
the miracles of God have been so often displayed, can we re- 
fuse to unite with our brethren in setting apart one day in the 
year to mourn the loss of our naticnality, and to humble our- 
selves before Him whom our fathers provoked, by abstinence 
and prayer? Can we refuse to join with our fellow-worshippers 
in imploring the Lord to look down with compassion upon the 
wreck of a once great nation, and in His own good time and 
pleasure to restore the remnant of Jacob, and to make them 
joyful on. Zion’s holy hill ? 

‘**O let it not be said, my hearers, that the tie which bound us 
to Zion is eternally severed; or that we have abandoned the 
hope of seeing her restored to her pristine grandeur. It is 
much to be deplored, that there should be any body of Israel- 
ites so degenerated in Jewish spirit, as to renounce publicly 
their beliet in the advent of Messiah, and the restoration of the 
House. of Jacob to the land of the patriarchs. And whilst we 
are very far from presuming to censure the religious opinions 
of any brother, we cannot but lament that some of our co- 
religionists, who place themselves forward as the regenerators 
of Judaism, should take an especial pride in the advocacy of 
doctrines, which we humbly submit are subversive of the 
teachings of the inspired prophets, and of the Law of Moses 
itself. Nor can we persuade ourselves, that such an avowal 
will at all tend to Okie the social and political interests of 
our brethren, who have to combat with much prejudice and 
intolerance, and who can overcome them by no surer means 
than by a rigid adherence to religious principle and consistency. 

** But whatever be the views which others may entertain, let 
it not be said, my hearers, that we forget Zion and her destinies. 
“If we torget Jerusalem, may our 
right hand forget its cunning.” When ve resolved to labor in 
the vineyard of the Lord, and to raise our sacred religion from 
. the depths into which indifference, and a multiplicity of human 

institutions had sunk it, it was not that we might shape it ac- 
cording to the caprices of fashion; but that we might observe 
it, and cause it to be observed agreeably to the spirit in which 
it was revealed to us by God. It was not to put out the light 
of the Bible, but to make that light shine with increased bright- 
ness. We did not, therefore, erase from our liturgy any of the 
passages which bear a reference to the Messiah, and to the 
restoration of Israel, but we clung to religious hope, to every 
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expression that embodied God's gracious promise to Hig 
‘‘in the latter days.’ This hope we still cherish, and we 
do so consistently, without diminishing in any way dur ait, h 
ment to the land of our birth. We yield to none in ardent fo 
tion to our country. We are as much identified with ts 
institutions, as much attached to its laws; we have as dep . 
interest in its prosperity, we have as much honest pride 4 me 
marked pre-eminence, and we are as ready to shed our blood 
in defence of its liberties, as any others of its subjects, W 
solemnly, and (feeling as Israelites, we may say), we practical : 
deny that a difference of religious belief can in the rethotes 
degree affect the patriotism, which must glow with equal warmth 
in the breasts of all Englishmen; and hence we put forth oyy 
claims for the removal of every disability which restricts the 
exercise of our civil rights. But with all this, we force: not 
Zion. It is true that we treat as chimerical every human effort 
to bring about the restoration of Israel, and we look with 
ineffable pity upon the miserable attempt to accomplish this 
great object, by establishing on the ruins of the holy city, ap 
institution for uprooting the undying creed of the sons of 
Abraham. We take a scriptural view of the advent of Messiah 
and of the ingathering of the dispersions of Israel; we hold the 
occurrence of both these mighty events to be contemporaneous, 
when the whole face of the political world shall be changed 
when every cause of strife and hatred shall be removed, and 
when universal harmony and love shall prevail amongst mankind. 
At the same time we have a religious affection for Zion, and to 
that land we turn our eyes; and although from what has just 
been affirmed, we take noaccount of the restoration to Jerusalem 
in our relation to our native land and our dealings with mankind. 
yet do we, not only for our personal advancement, but for the 
good of the whole human race pray for 
the prosperity of Jerusalem,” and for the fulfilment of the pro- 

hecies concerning her, when peace and happiness shall be the 
lot of all the families of the earth.” 


People 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Press of matter obliges us again to postpone our notice to several 
correspondents —the communications of B. L.J; M.W.; M.3.; and 
several articles already in type. 

Tracts for the Jewish Poor.—This proposition has our hearty sym- 
pathy; the article shall appear in an early number. 

Wollstein.—The object of Mr. Alexander’s letter, was answered by the 
insertion of the advertisement in our last number. 

The Peyutim.—An article in defence of these much decried interpola- 
tions into the liturgy, has been promised by the Rev. D. M. Isaacs, and 
we shall have much pleasure in publishing it. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING WEEK. 
Frid. 4th Oct. Tishri N35 Great Hosn. day. Sab.ato 
NISY Sth day of Solemn Assembly 


ELECTION OF CHIEF RABBI. | 
fy‘o THE EDITOR OF THE VOICE OF JACOB.—Si, 


A circular having appeared, signed ‘‘ Elias Davis, By order,”’ giving a pre- 
ference to one Candidate, to the injury of the other three, and which circular has 
been supposed to emanate from authority, I beg to inform you that it has been 
issued without the order or cognizance of the Committee or myself. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your obedient Servant, 

SAM. HELBERT ELLIS. 
Chairman of the Board of Delegates for the Election of a Chief Rabbi. 


London, 25th Sept., 5605. 


ANTED, two young women to serve in a Fancy Shop.— 
Apply to B. L. Joseph, Bold Street, Liverpool. 


A member of a most respectable Jewish family, aged 28, 
is desirous of obtaining a situation as Nursery Governess, Lady's maid or 
companion.—Apply to Miss Davis, at Mr. S. M. Emanuel, 89, Upper East Street, 
Southampton.—No objection to Upper Nursery Maid. ile 
and the Misses 


AY HOUSE, GRAVESEND.—Mrs. 


Crawcour, in returning thanks for the liberal patronage with which marl 
have been honored, beg to acquaint the Jewish community, that they a : 
conduct their establishment on the same system that has hitherto been edie 
conducive to the improvement and happiness of their pupils.—School recomm™ 
on the 11th Inst., 5605. 
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